The Superpowers and the Middle East
ed in obtaining some arms from France after the latter had be-
come alarmed at Nasser's support for the Algerian nationalists.
The United States* first and somewhat hasty reaction to the
Soviet bid for Egypt's friendship was to ponder a quick way for
giving arms to Nasser before the Russians could do so. But this
strategy was quickly abandoned since it would have been "tanta-
mount to submitting to blackmail", as the British Prime Minister
Anthony Eden put it. After a diplomatic pause, Secretary of
State Dulles advanced a much more suitable proposal, namely, a
guarantee of the Arab-Israeli border against any violations. This
proposal which circumvented the non-negotiable character of the
Arab-Israeli dispute offered the best practical hope for minimiz-
ing the explosive tensions in the Middle East. Egypt however
paid no heed to this proposal and stepped up her raids into Israel
after September 1955, with the help of the irregular commando
forces, and the situation in the Middle East became increasingly
critical.
aswan dam and nationalization of the suez canal
The United States and Great Britain tried to divert Nasser from
his expansionist ambitions by offering in December 1955, to help
him finance the huge Aswan Dam on the Nile, a ten year $1.3
billion project. It was expected that the dam would help to add
two million more acres to the total of irrigated land, generate
750,000 more kilowatts of electrical energy per year and facilitate
general development by permitting the construction of a much
needed fertilizer plant and a steel mill to process the iron ore
deposits near Aswan.48 Nasser wanted the huge project to serve
as a symbol of how his regime was triumphantly taking Egypt
along the path of progress. The Anglo-American offer, which
was made to "forestall a possible Soviet offer", was based on one
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